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pressed upon the Sultan. He, however, refused to adopt
it, and the Great Powers took no collective action in order
to compel the acceptance of their advice.

The establishment of the kingdom of Greece was pre-
ceded by long and complicated negotiations between the
Great Powers. The Holy Alliance took the revolt of the
Greeks against Turkey into its unfavourable consideration
soon after the first outbreak of insurrection in 1821; but it
adopted no active measures to put down the movement;
and indeed for some time there was a prospect of inter-
vention by the Russian Emperor in favour of his oppressed
co-religionists. England and France from the beginning
took part in the negotiations, and let it be well under-
stood that they did not intend to allow the affairs of the
Turkish Empire to be settled by Russia alone, or by the
Northern Alliance. When diplomacy bore fruit in action,.
England under Canning sympathized with the Greeks,
and was foremost in the endeavour to assist them. She
negotiated with Russia the secret convention of 1826, and
with France and Russia the open treaty of 1827. These
two instruments provided for the intervention of the allies.
in favour of the Greeks, and the creation of a Greek
Kingdom. In the long and intricate transactions which
followed we find the same three powers always taking the
lead, and when Greece was finally erected into a Kingdom,
they guaranteed its sovereignty and independence by the
Treaty of London, signed on May 7, 1832. But these
steps were not taken till the consent of Austria and
Prussia had been secured. It was always held that they
had a right to a voice in the negotiations, though they
gave no active assistance in the work of rescuing the
Greeks from Turkish tyranny. Similarly in 1862, when
King Otho was compelled to abdicate, and a successor was